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"Whatever became of the moment when one first knew about death? There must have been one, a 
moment, in childhood when it first occu"ed to you that you don't go on for ever .•. that for all the 
compasses in the world, there's only one direction, and time is its only measure." 
Rosencrantz 
"We move idly towards eternity, without possibility of reprieve or hope of explanation." 
Guildenstern 
"Be happy - if you're not even happy what's so good about surviving. We'll be all right. I suppose we 
just go on." 
Rosencrantz 
"Now you see me, now you ... " 
Guildenstern 
I love this play. I love its unabashed theatricality, wit, intelligence, curiosity, and the joie de vivre it 
exudes while its titular protagonists search for meaning in the game of life (and death). Whimsically 
written by then thirty-year-old Tom Stoppard when a friend suggested he pen a play about Hamlet's 
"two school fellows," Rosencrantz & Guildenstem Are Dead premiered in 1966, garnered rave reviews, 
and was subsequently produced to great acclaim at the Old Vic theatre in 1967, launching Tom 
Stoppard's career into an orbit that has yet to decay. 
Stoppard was ahead of his time fifty years ago when his play burst upon the theatrical scene. Stoppard 
stresses that his play is a comedy and it is replete with wordplay, mistaken identities, and all levels 
of humor. I like to think of it as an existential comedy that, through the journey of two people out 
of their depth (sound familiar?) allows us to question the meaning and absurdity of our common 
humanity and purpose given the "undiscover'd country, from whose bourn no traveler returns" we 
are all journeying towards. Stoppard blurs the lines between theatre and reality, actor and audience, 
and unlike Hamlet's statement that the purpose of playing "is to hold as 'twere the mirror up to 
nature," breaks the fourth wall and celebrates the theatricality of life. We've joyfully embraced this 
"meta-theatrical" approach in the intimate confines of Westhoff Theatre by employing direct 
address, actors engaging with and moving through the audience, and often blurring the llnes that 
separate the two. 
We hope you enjoy this iconic piece of theatre and are as entertained, provoked, and challenged as 
we are every time we explore these words. And perhaps you will continue playing at questions as 
you leave the theatre keeping in mind the words of The Player that "we do on stage the things that 
are supposed to happen off. Which is a kind of integrity, if you look on every exit being an entrance 
somewhere else." 
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